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Noordhoek (Edgehill)

This aerial photograph, taken by Philip Lane, shows the position of Noordhoek and Marston in Stonehouse
Road.

Noordhoek (renamed Edgehill), Marston and the cottage behind Noordhoek were built by
John William Smails in Stonehouse Road in the 1920s.

Note: Noordhoek means north hook or north corner in the South African language.
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Gohn William Roboon Smails & Gmily Gane Willet

Gohn or William as he fked Lo be called was bow 28" Decomber 1869
on 29" Gully 1899 in the Parioh Chunch Stoke Damerel, Desonport
Omiby nas bown in 1864 in Fichook, Simons Jown, South Wrica. They
Rad one son Frederick George Witkiam bown 26" NMotember 1901 in
@ civces TaallO . o shodtlislonn anneas i hin Oitisany Sulog.
When he retined from the Dasy he buill hio houses next fo cach other
called ‘Marston” and “Noowdhock and a cottage behind Maraton in a
omall sllage in FKent called Pratts Bottom. Fe fived with Omily in
aoibool il 5o called T hommsse Gl 5ot Qliican

0 Mscn B in Wanskon and Folilwn Polien (Noie Winilied's
sioter.) bined in the liltle cotlage.

Gohn Witlam 3ied 26" September 1985 in Marston House, Kont
and Omily in 1950 in Battle, Suasex.

This information was supplied by Pauline Vane
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NAVAL OFFISER’S
 DEATH AT
HALS TEAD

The Late Lisut, -Cﬂmmandcr
W, J. Smaiies

By the gleath of Engincei-Lieul -Comman-
e W, . Sny wha had resided in Hal-

tsfead for 12 }&:«.Lr:,, the village has lost &@n

interesting figure. Lisut-Commmander Smailes
come o lw inn Halstead o s retirement
from the Roysl Navy afier the War, ang on
the site which he bought for o house Boman
tiles end pro-mbm“'r- a1vow heads have been
unearthed.

As g young man Commander Smails piaved

irugpger for his bome town, Plymouth, and
for

v the Deven Colts, and for the Roval Nswy
in varlous parts of the world

He was badly wounded at the Dardanelles,
and while servine ih the North Sea i a
dest 3*0};“’ bis vesscl sank an enemy  sub-
e aestroyer' 1tsex£

GR:M UAR ﬁX?ERlENSEe

“Dossessed of keen seuse of  humour

{writes one who khew hxz welly Conuunsuder |

Smalis had many a yarn to spin of his ex-
periences in coilisions, storms, and the periis
aud humours of his profession, but like so
many broucht face to face with the gritm
side of wa "'"’Xz,’, he rareiy veloved hiis war

AN

was chyvious. however, thet the =scenes

i i
fa!, the Dardanelies had made 2 deep impres-

GIL-on his aaind ™
*ie lert 3 gidow ang one son. The Tun
service was held on Bstdey in B

PChuren, and, in accordanice with Bis wishes, |

it was attended only by a few close [riends]
and male relatives. These {ew incl.jed his |
three brotbers, hig sor . his hephew  and

EETE, \If)‘”l(.uul, Horne, Xeen and Palmer, |
The Rev. B E. E’. Frampion, the former |
¥icar, and tue Rev. J. . Barker, the present |
Vicar, congducied tl )e serv ice, the former have |
inw come from Trowborpugh, Sussex, for the |
i pose;

Information supplied by Pauline Vane




Noordhoek-circa 1930s

John William and Emily Smails

Noordhoek and the tennis court in the foreground-circa 1930s



‘Signs of Roman occuation have been uncovered at Halstead’s north western boundaries.
Building operation at Stonehouse in 1928 disinterred Roman floor and roof tiles and pottery
fragments, with some interminate strucural remains. Despite the site published as in
Halstead, it appears to have been in the grounds of “Squirrels”, Stonehouse Road, which is
in Pratts Bottom. This location is however, surprisingly isolated from the principle local lines
of Roman occupation, along the Cray and Darrent valleys, and there is no evidence of any
continuity of occupation of use beyond the original Roman structure’

Page 5 of Millennial Halstead-A Kentish Village History’ by Geoffrey Kitchener

A while ago | asked the owners of Squirrels if any Roman artefacts had been found in their
garden. They felt that the remains had, more likely, been uncovered around the area of the
tennis court in the garden at Edgehill (Noordhoek) This would fit in with the William Smail’s
building operations in the 1920s.




Fhe folloning pholo is Laken outside the Voordhock somelime in the
1920's. She thice ladies Lo the beoft are nol family but friends as far as
e now but then ik io Emily Fanelwife of Gohn William), Fohn
Wibliam and Marie Winifred (Pabmer) wife of Lionel Mallinoon,
She bl Boy in o white jumper io Gohn Fewbert Elioll (son of Soabel
Palmer and Ferbert Ben Olfiott)

This information was supplied by Pauline Vane

John William Robson Smails, who built the houses, was one of six children, two girls and
four boys. Pauline’s great, great aunt married one of the Smails brothers.



