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This aerial photograph, taken by Philip Lane, shows the position of Noordhoek and Marston in Stonehouse 

Road.       

 

Noordhoek (renamed Edgehill), Marston and the cottage behind Noordhoek were built by 

John William Smails in Stonehouse Road in the 1920s.  

Note: Noordhoek means north hook or north corner in the South African language.  

 

                                           

Noordhoek (Edgehill)  
Marston 

Noordhoek (Edgehill) 

Marston 



 

 

This information was supplied by Pauline Vane 

 



 

Information supplied by Pauline Vane 

 

 



 

 Noordhoek-circa 1930s                                                     

        
John William and Emily Smails                                      

 

                                                                       

        

Noordhoek and the tennis court in the foreground-circa 1930s 

 



 

 ‘Signs of Roman occuation have been uncovered at Halstead’s north western boundaries. 

Building operation at Stonehouse in 1928 disinterred Roman floor and roof tiles and pottery 

fragments, with some interminate strucural remains. Despite the site published as in 

Halstead, it appears to have been in the grounds of “Squirrels”, Stonehouse Road, which is 

in Pratts Bottom. This location is however, surprisingly isolated from the principle local lines 

of Roman occupation, along the Cray and Darrent valleys, and there is no evidence of any 

continuity of occupation of use beyond the original Roman structure’  
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A while ago I asked the owners of Squirrels if any Roman artefacts had been found in their 

garden. They felt that the remains had, more likely, been uncovered around the area of the 

tennis court in the garden at Edgehill (Noordhoek) This would fit in with the William Smail’s 

building operations in the 1920s. 



              

 

 

This information was supplied by Pauline Vane 

John William Robson Smails, who built the houses, was one of six children, two girls and 

four boys. Pauline’s great, great aunt married one of the Smails brothers. 

 


